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The Impact of Technology on Education
My research project on ‘The impact of technology on education’ began when I read an article from the newspaper on the topic. My professor encouraged me to turn the topic into an original research paper. I have learned many things about benefits of integrating technology in  current education and a number of things about myself. I learned about how technology influences learning and instructions. Technology greatly enhances and transforms learning in a way that makes it engaging and inexpensive.									Technological advancement has led to the use of computers and phones among other electronic gadgets by students in schools and even when they are at home (Pasek & Hargittai, 2009). The use of these gadgets has both direct and indirect effects on their academic performance at school. Social media has increased its presence in higher learning institutions as instructors utilize it to promote active learning. Before this research, I had never typed on a computer, blogged, tweeted or watched videos on youtube. I have always been interested in technology, though I had never had a chance to interact with a computer. Therefore, I felt this was the right topic for me. I started my project by refreshing my understanding of technological advancement by looking up the term on Google.  I started accessing materials on the topic, both online and offline to get more information. The university library was rich in materials with information on the topic. I was able to access books, newspapers, and journals that had exactly what I was looking for. I was aware of important articles that touch on the topic, but determining their credibility was difficult. By seeing the number of times others have cited the article, I could gauge its credibility. Also, I could know the credibility of an article by reading the curriculum vitae of the author since this would enable me to know who the experts in the field are. However, I discovered that Google provides information based on keywords, but does not filter credible sources. It was upon me to determine those that are credible and those that are not. This was my first time to realize that academic resources should be written by professionals mostly professors in that field and not any random journalist. Unfortunately, Google allows anyone to write and post content on any topic.
After several discussions with the professor, I realized that I had neither time nor resources to conduct the kind of empirical analysis that I desired. Nevertheless, I still had enough ideas and data to address the topic theoretically. Although online resources seemed to be more effective, they also had their share of weaknesses. Some of the search results could not provide full the results of content. Instead, they could only show a preview of the content unless one logs in or signs up. Unfortunately, not everyone is eligible to sign up as some require that a prospective member must be from a certain institution or country. I learned that not all materials that are online can be accessed by anyone who needs them
Moreover, access to the database search engine was the most invaluable. For the start, I utilized resources made available in the LibGuides. The database gave a suggestion of the content related to the one I have found by use of its bibliographies. The suggestion could enable me to gain more information on the topic.  After I have found relevant content online, I could utilize the free pdf files. The research was inexpensive and easy with this access.  Additionally, online pdf enabled me to use keywords to filter the information needed from stacks (Tess, 2013). Citation styles were important information that I found in the LibGuides. I used the examples provided to format my reference page and in-text citations in APA style. After trying this search engine, I discovered that technology has made academic content readily available and inexpensive.

As my research continued, I realized that some students spend more time online than with others after class. They hardly interact with others and share their problems. They utilize Google to look up almost everything including social issues that affect them. Is social network a factor that affects students’ academic performance? This social isolation has caused stress in their lives and eventually led to poor grades. Before this research, I never knew that spending more time on social media platforms than with your friends can have such a negative effect on one’s grades and even health. Scholarly researches indicate that Facebook users often times perform poorly academically. I now know that for me to get good marks, I need to limit the time I spend on Facebook and other social media platforms.
At the end of the research, my current understanding of the impact of technology on education is different from before. Technology will improve your scores at school only if it is used in the right way (Khan, 2009). For instance, reducing the time one spends on Facebook. I initially thought it has no negative impact on education. Also, I have learned that technology can enable me to access all the information that I need in doing a research project. The information is readily available online. In case of any future research, I will use online resources so that I save time and money. The research of this nature is worthwhile because it enables students to dig deeper into technology, which is utilized in many industries and institutions across the world. Therefore, the knowledge they will gain after research is useful to them.
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